Historic,  Archive  Document 

Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


A  <y  4        J  UNITED  STATES  DE. PA RTffi NT  CP  AGRICTJLTTTRE 

/\y /\  1^ / Agricultural  Marketing  Administration 

 —  ^  /^'-^S 

^       No.  21  m\k  "WAR  B CARD"  lETTER       Wash.  ,D. June  20  ~  H 

 _ — 1!^ —  1^  nee  is; 

PS  HYDRATION;     Report  reconunending  "broad  over-all  expansion  progral^^c^  dehjj^ration 
has  been  sent  to  Foods  Requirements  Coxnmittee.     Prepared  by  AMA,  prS;gj^SgP7-_s,§i^^j^(^-^vi^ 
need  for  expanded  production  oi  dried  milk,  dried  eggs  and  dehydrated  v^^efca^ieiS;?^-*^ 
AMA  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Branck  sent  application  forms  and  questionnaires  (asking 
full  details  of  present  facilities  and  possible  expansion  or  conversation  to  de- 
hydration work.)  to  nearly  500  dehydt'a-fcol's  and  other  food  processors  early  part 
this  week.     Several  applications  have  been  received  an.d  recorded  by  Fruit  and 
Vegetable  Branch  here,  passed  on  to  Col.  Paul  B.  Logan,  purchasing  officer.  Army 
QMC,  then  to  comm.ittee  of  representatives  of  USDA  (AMA) ,  Amy  and  YfPB  for  final 
action. 

T.RAESPCRTATI ON;     Still  no  indications  as  to  what  may  be  done  in  way  of  modification 
of  CDT  Orders  3,4  and  5  requiring  trucks  to  haul  at  least  a  75  per  cent  full  return 
load',    USDA  is  vitally  interested  in  problem,  raised  by  this  proposed  requirement  in 
connection  with  marketing  and  movement  of  farm  comir-.odities  and  is  doing  all  it  can 
to  presert  situation  to  CDT.     Several  al terr^.tives  to  CDT  requirement  have  been 
proposed.     Close  v/atch  is  being  kept  on  this  and  any  developm.ents  mil  be  passed 
along  as  soon  as  possible.     CDT's  request  that  all  state  and  county  fairs.be  post- 
■  poned  this  ^rear  includes  all  meetings,  conventions,  etc.,  not  direct  part  of  war 
effort.  -  "  "  . 

STORiiGE ;     Grain  storage  situation  about  sai-.:c  as  reported  in  recent  ■A'B  letters.  lihiti. 
sterasre  section  is  now    surveying  availability  of  space  for  fats  and  oils  and 
adequacy  of  cold  storage  space.     Should  be  report  soon. 

NOTE  ;  section  handling  distribution  of  "purchase  reports"  ( inf  o r-'i-B  t ion- con- 

cerning purchases,  giving  am.ounts,  prices,  dealers'  names  and  locations)  is  revis- 
ing mailin'-:  list.     Form  letter  askin:.  those  receiving  reports  if  they  are  still 
interested  in  obtaining  them  was  rt;ailed,  with  vmderstanding  that  reply  was  necos* 
sary  to  insure  continuance  on  mailing  list,     '•■ic  are  informed  that  4  out  of  5  AMA 
■'ra  representatives  failed  to  reply.     This  is  called  to  your  attention  in  case  you 
overlooked  form  letter.. 

NAVAL  STORES;       OPA  has  classified  gum.  naval  stores  and  wood  an.d  gum  for  naval 
stores  as  agricultural  comxiiodities  which  exempts  them  from  general  m.aximum  price 
regulations.     Present  prices  are  lower  than  110^-^  of  parity,  the  maximum  allowed 
agricultural  conimodities ,  according  to  CnMR, 

LABCR;     General  farm  labor  prcgraro  still  in  the  works  at  Man  Power  Commassion.  One 
important  development  on  migratory  farm,  labor  in  Eastern  Gasoline  rationing  area* 
OPA  has  ruled  that  additional  supplies  of   gasoline  above  ration  will  be  allowed 
for  travel  necessary  to  obtaining  gainful  employment.     This  includes  migrant  farm 
laborers.    ^ATien  new  gasoline  rationing  becomes  effective,  they  will  be  able  to 
obtain  enough  to  m.ove  from  job  to  job. 

CCNTAINSRS;    Acute  tin  situation  vdll  bring  further  revision  of  W3  order  restrict- 
ing  use  cf  tin  in  canning  abcvt  the«first  of  July.    Expect  elimination  of  more 
products  for  whi^ch  tin  cans  may  be  obtained.     Besides  about  5,000,000  yds  osnaburg 
bagging  made  available  for  grain  sacks  on  pacific  coast,  WB  has  released 
10,000,000  additional  yds  of  burlap  for  purchase  by  Commodity  Credit  Corp.  Only 
about  2,000,000  yds  this  burlap  heavy  enough  for  grain  bags.     Remaining  8,000,000 
yds  will  be  offered  bag  mnufacturers  in  area  east  of  RocKies  for  harvest  of  such 
commodities  as  may  be  safely  stored  and  transported  in  lighter  bags.     This  will  end 
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new  burlap  for  deration,  except  for  stocks  manufacturers  n.ay  receive  if  cargoes 
arrive  from  India,  ■  • 

VICTORY  F-CT)  Sl^CI/LS;      Becaiuse  of  possible  misunderstanding  of  the  operational 
side  of  this  program,  the  follovdng'  explanation  is  given  by  those  in  charge:  AM/x 
designates  ccminoditios  to  be  featured  in  sales  promotion  drives.     Commodities  are 
selected  on  th£;  basis  of  the  marketing  problem  that  confronts  producers:  Seasonal 
bxcesses,  imrket  gluts,  or  such  wartime  bottlenecks  as  arise  in  transportation  or 
processing. 

The  merchandising  campaign  is  scheduled  fcr  the  period  vAien  heaviest  supplies  are 
duo  to  arrive  on  consuiricr  markets,     Fxr      fam  product  distribited  nationally  ever 
a  v>ride  region  the  merchandising  drive  is  c.^nducted  a  week  cr  ten  days  after  peak 
harvesting  the  distant  production  area.    ECiEYER,  anncuncentnt  of  the  programs  is 
m,adc  to  the  trade  (and  this  includes  grcv;ors  and  their  organizations)  sufficiently 
in  advance  of  actual  dates  tc  poriidt  wholesalers  and  ctbor  buyers  tc  make  their 
purchases  at  time  of  heaviest  harvest.     This  advance  amouncement  also  helps  build 
up  dcnand  from,  feed  retailors  and  aids  then  in  planning  their 'sales  prcmv.tion  tc 
ctnsume  rs .      '  ■ 

Sales  promotion  efforts  of  retailers  during  the  irorch?.ndising  dri-ve  period  are 
backed  up  by  inform.aticn  supplied  by  IMli  calling  attention  of  ccnsi^nx^rs  tc  the 
"Victory  Food  Special"  currently  being  featured.     This  imterials  is  v/idely  dis- 
tributed  fcr  use  by  the  trade,  homo  eccnoirasts ,  nt-rket  reporters,  newspaper,  and 
,^   magazine  editors  of  women's  pages,  radio  station  directors  of  women's  interest 
programs  and  others  engaged  in  dissemination  cf   information  t:-  consumers. 

First  product  featured  nationally  was  lettuce  (May  11  to  25);  next,  to  moot  a  local 
c'.ndition,  spinach  and  asparagus  in  the  area  ncrth  of  Virginia  end  east  of  Chio 
(jme  1  to  8)  and  onions  nationally  (June  8  to  15). 

ToFir.tccs  will  be  featured  (June  29  to  July  4)  and  broilers  cuid  fryers  from  July 
16  to  26). 

So  far  it  has  been  possible  only  tc  ch^ck  effect  of  the  program  on  lettuce.  The 
crop  was  unusually  large  -  estimrted  at  8,000,000  crates,  an  increase  of  23  per  con* 
over  last  year  and  55  pt:  r  cent  abcve  the  10  year  average  supply.     The  campaign  for 
lettuce  vrcLS  arJiounced  May  6,  During  the  3  week  period  endirig  May  9,  lettuce  ship- 
ments frcm  California  rJ.  one  totaled  mere  than  5,000  cars  -  900  cars  above  the 
s?jne  period  last  year,  o.nd  th-  heaviest  3-week  carlot  m.cver.en-'   cf  lettuce  from 
there  in  mere  than  10  years.     Scon  after  the  "Victory  Food  Special"  program  vras 
initiated  the  f.o.b.  market  price  increased  from  50/  to  |1,00  per  crate,  Tenninal 
market  prices  jimped  from  25/  tc  pi  per-  crate,     IMIi  officials  feel  that  the 
merchandising  campaign  was  v/ell-timed  to  help  neve  the  extra  supply  on  consunier 
m.arkets. 


